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CABIN YACHT STORES

AT e

LOWER UPNOR

We are your local chandler. We carry a wide range of
chandlery for the dinghy sailor, including Kevlar and
Spectra ropes, wire standing and running rigging. Wire
to rope splicing a speciality. Discounts for WSC
members.

You can walk, drive or sall to Cabin Yacht Stores!

Open all Saturday, also Sunday momings.
Tel: 01634 718020
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Mark Heather

Topper Waorld Champion 2000
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Thiz year hag bean momentous for the club for its own reason, with the
axtarsion and the new generator efc.- bul to crown ke 2000 season,
three club members have achieved remarkable success an the water

I am sure you will join me in congratuiating them,

Mark Healher has bacome Topper World Champion, what &

;mmemem and | must say It couldn’t have happen fo a nicar young
ap.

Simon Allen sailing his infernational cance ks now the European
Champion.

And Peter Wolstenholme who joined us from Bilee Clrcie 5C isthe
Snipe Mational Chamiplon again.

S0 as | think thal tha year 2000 is the last vear of the sacond two
thousand years since BC | wonder what the new millennium will have
for us. We are geiting & chempions board made up to go on the dub
house wall to record thesa achievemeants, and future ones which | am
sure will aceur. | apologisa to anyone If they have achieved similar
feats and | have not mentioned them.

| ddo realise of course that to go to a Naticnals or a Worlds and gat a
result, parhaps in tha middle of the fleet, can be a real achievement
far that parson - | know, I've been doing it for years, but conaole
rysedf with the fact thal the winners MEED 1he rest of us in the fleats.

So that's it then, keep sailing, keep smiling- don't forget the fireworks
party (28th October) the dinnerdance Incorporating the silverware
prizegiving {151 December) and the prizegiving followed by the
chiidren's Christmas parly on the 17th Decemnber

Congratulaiions once again to Mark Simon and Pater.

Lavv Wyalt
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groans as the boat lunged and charged through the waler

Sleaping in the same place sach time is supposad fo help with the
feeling of discrientation that you get when you wake up (or when you
are woken o fake vour turn upstairs). You have no due which way is
up or down. Waking up feet first far the first time today, it took me
several minutes to work out whare | was. My training sails hadn't really
prepared me for ihis. The bouncy seas of the English Channel never
continued for this long.

You would expect that skeeping in the same bunk time afler ine would
500N give you the technigues that you need to climb in and get ssttled
quickly. Crewmates have said that they can gst into the port side
bunks more easlly than slarboard side bunks. Mol so0 where | sleep, |
still seem to have to invent & new method each time | gel in, With a
fial boat and nobody In the bunk beneath, it is gquite straight forward
But, when the wall becomes the floor and the celling bacomes a wall
that s constanily swaying, it is tough. The person below knows that if
you weke them or stand on them, it iz an acddent! The bunk bacomes
a moving targat, it either creaps away from you or charges et you

Most of the time, the whole waich goes to bed af the same time but If
you choose to wash than you know that it will eat into your sleep time
by at least one hour. | still find it hard to believe that it takes so long to
visit the loo, brush my teath, wipe some of my body with a wet wipe
and powdar my feet. Foot powder is & new one for me. We bought tea
trae ol fool powder and spray as 'crew supplies’ and they've been an
amazing success. We are all paying lots of altention to our feet. \Wa
sach have ona palr of neoprane ined wellies with us and they never
seem to ba dry. | am in my second pair of socks in 14 days and I'm not
sura that | can be bothered to change inta my 3rc (last) pair. It zeems
like too much trauble.

Vhat am | logking forward o in Boston? A bed with cotton shests that
doesn t move. 1'd like it to be dry, big enowgh 1o stretch out in and
warm enough nat to need to sleep in my dolhes. I'm longing 1o wear
My EylEmas again,

Lig Hurst
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Ex Wilsomian member Liz Hurst i3 saiing round the workd in Fhe BT
Chaltenge race on LG FLATRON, You can keep up o dale with (he
race and Liz's journal on www bichallengs com. Hare is an extracl..

22 Septembar 2000. Today, what has struck me is the challenges of
OffWatch time. OnWaich we are sailing the boat as a taam, our
routines have become familiar and we are all supporting each other.
OffWatch you are on your own and what is happening on the Grand
Banks right mow = waind,

The wide, deep expanse of ihe North Atlantic seabad allows the waves
to settle into their own pattem. This patiern is seriously interfered with
at the shelf of the Grand Banks. e have less than 1000 miles o go
bt if ks here thal balow decks things have become most awlowvard, The
powear of the ocean is being squeezed inte a much smaller space and
we are being chucked around a lithe more than usual,

La=i night | changed the way that | lig in my bunk. | chose 1o face Teal
first towards the pointy end of the boat. | now have a little mare privacy
and as | change cut of damp, smelly clothes there is (238 chance of
being ssen. | used o be in full view of the *back bedroom' media
editing and comme sulte - a very busy place. Although nobody was
ever looking, stripping fo my underwear in public still felt strange.

The reason for going “feet first' is that we will fail faster down a wave
than we will climb up it. As we fall, whichever bt of your body is
nearest the front end of the bost shifis towards it I'd rather have my
feet accelerating towards the bulkhead than my head Richard, who
gleeps in the bunk beneath me, changed too and he reckons that he
slept better. | sleep 50 soundly that nothing seems to affect my sleep.

I had resisied 'feet first for the las! 13 days [or 35 slesp limas)
because my head s now 2 inches from the hatch into the lazarette
where we keep our rubbish. Another reason |8 that the spechal freat of
&n individual bunk light is now at my feet. | raraly use tha light. Lights
usa power and imterfare with the helmsman's night vision when the
glow seeps above decks. We get usad to doing things in the dari.

The sleep before last, my sleeping bag seemed to have shrunk to 41t
long because of all the twists at the foot end inside my bivvy bag. It
was a huge effort to straighten things out again, lots of grunts and
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On The House

lts nearly thal tima again to gt up the sky. This year we will be hav-
ing our fireworks on 28 October,

6. 15 pm - lighting the borfire
6,30 pm - firework display.
7.00 pm = food. Price £4 adults, £2 children.

Our prize giving Dinner is on Friday 1st December. The numbers are
awindling every year so why nat gve it a try, especially if you have
Wwon a prize. Please contact Pam Smith or anyone on the House Com-
mittee to reserve your place. Then thare is the Christmas Party where
evaryona can have fun (evan the macho let ther hair dewn) o why
noi [oln us after salling In the aftemoon.

Many thanks to everyone who has helped over the past season.

Pawmw Smith

House Secretary

You may notice & preponderance of Mirades in thiz edition, This izn't
blas (honest) but is bacause our very active Miracle fleet have been up
to alct this year. What's more they have submitted several articles
about their activities while the ather fleets, well.... they haven't So if
you ara a fleal captain, here is a gentle reminder! The deadline for the
nexl issue i2 Sunday T January 2001.

| irdend to makea next year my last a5 editer of 313 Does anyone
fancy taking owver from 20027 | use Micrasofl Publishar which makes
the job easy. | can pass on the templates and other bits and pieces as
part of & handever pericd, if desired. Plaase et me know.

Paul Absolownw

198 Church Strest Cliffe Rochester Kent ME3 7QE
telfax 01634 221032 email paul absclon@linsons. net
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The last four manths have basn very busy and significant changes are
slill taking place. A Special General Mesting was held and Bemard
Smith was appaointad as trustee to fill the vacancy caused by Phillip
Halmes sudden deaih. John Smith has taken over as Dinghy Park
Secretary from Karan Steadman,

As usual during the summer moanths many of our members have been
competing at different vanues, bringing our club to the notice of others.
O behalfl of us &l Fwould fike to congratulate them for their efforts, in
pérticular Mark Heather (World Topper Champlan), Simon Allen (both
for Eurcpaan Intermalional Cance Charmpion and third in our National
Champlonships), and Peter \Wolstenholme (Mational Snipe Champion)

Wea hosted the MYA Medway Regatta (Dinghy Saction) again this year
bt numibers. particularly of our members, were down on previous
years. For next year Medway Yacht Club have declared they wish o
run the Yachl section of the Medway Regatta on their own bebkalf,
rather than for MY AL

The Clubhousa is progressing.  The extension isnow plastarad inside
and out and the quarry ties ame on the fioor with good drainage (worth
looking at to see how well files can be laid). The new gererater s in
s&rvice ingide a security cage, and mast of the eleciric's ane
complatad. The family room and doors now have to be complated,
then ihe extension can be used. The extansion roof - the balcony, has
baen tiled, the balustrade is made and whan it is fithed by and
Septernber we will be able to wsa it

Ala suilable fime soon after the new exiension is In use, thare will be
& short term, but makor upheaval as the cument Gends and Ladles
changing room floor has to be ripped up and relayed to re-establish
good floor drainage, again with a tile floor

There |s some plumbing to move the Gents WC's and washbasins to
bath block the current shower aresichanging room door, and ooen up
the new dearway into the extension. Ken Crundwell has completed the
Lease extension, and we should be getfing the first stage payment of
the grant money soon

Bol Jones
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- Round Sheppey Race 1998

back the jib every time | tacked, and got a point where the channel
was less than 50 metres wide and the wind right on the nose.

It seemed {o take 2 long lime to gel a short distance. No sooner was |
on one tack than it was fime to get ready to tack again. | capsized a
faw times here and there, but luckily nothing serious. Eventually | went
round a curve in the river which meant | was on a port tack beat for a
while. | had noticed a catamaran coming into sight astern, and by the
time | eveniually got 1o the Bridge it was only a few hundred meatres
astem, | landed and got the boa! under tha bridge with somea permitied
assisiance, and got on my way again,

The cat got under, and shortly atter setting off again they capsized,
which put them back a bit. It was now a beat for a couple of milas on
fairly wide river until | finally reached a starboard band and bore off on
8 screaming run ina heavy sguell. | then came back round to port and
was on a beat to Cuesenbarough against the flaad tide. The moored
cruisers did not help, nor the céd Radio Caroline ship moared in tha
river; | capsized a couple of times, finally got out to Queenborough
Spit, and into the Medway.

It was then a port beat for a mile out of the Medway. 1t was fairly rough
at the Medway entrance whara it joins the Thames, bul onces round
Garrison Point bore away cnle a broad reach and headed for the finish
a mila or 22 away, We were back info nose-diving mode again with
wind over tide, and 50 metres from tha finish | capsized. | was very
relieved that it was all cver, S84 even if | did have o capsize the
boat an the baach to get thas_ }  sails down. The race had takan ma
3hrs 20 ming for over 30 | miles salled. Thears weara anly 7

i handicap, than nyself

To be honest, alter such a ‘-ﬂ a' sail, the resulls ssermed
immaterial "

SimonAlleny
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{Here & & mare recent fale from the archives - Simon submifted this &
couple of years age and thers jus! wasn't room in that issue. ['m sure
vou will agree s a tale worth felling! -Editor)

The [sle of Sheppey i3 @ magnificent island sef on the north Kent
coast. The westem end forms the entrance to the River Medway, The
igland s all things to all pecple; it has the major seaport of Sheerness
gnd on the eastern end thare is a holiday resort with large amusement
arcade and bingo hall. The island is noted for its cuisine, particularly
seafood on the east coast where after a strong easterdy wind the
Whitstable sewerage outfall pipe greatly assists in breeding some rane
species, Most of the wines to be found on the igland are imporied from
regions further sguth (such as Maidsione or Australia) but thara are
axceptions!

On arrival &t Sheppey Yachi Club on Sunday moming it was MW B
Onily 35 Eoals entered for the race for some reason. Amnway. | got off
on i @ broad reach using the fresh MW wind coming from Essex, It
was about low water springs so with a depth of only a few mefres there
wiare short waves. After a few minutes | decided to move the ssat
carriage all the way aft. This meant that | was |ust a bit short of
malnehest, but it had to be done, In fact for the first 40 minutes or so |
barely touched tha mainsheat, | just held on and slesred towards
Vilarden Point, kicker and cunningham full on. manoeuvring through
the waves to aveld nosa-diving.

Abeam of Warden Folnt, on 2 deed run, | noficed a larga lifeboat
roaring up from astern at full speed, and as it got closer the sight of
this caused e to capsize. | hoped that they wouldn® try to rescue me.
But na, it was off o something up ahead, Just as | thought | was clear
of the shalicwest bit, some curling waves appeared ahead and sure
enough | came to & halt, had to get out, the boat capsized and | got the
board up, righted the boat, and pointed the boat in a different direction
fo gsl mere offshora.

I gradually rounded up onto a dose reach o go up the rver Swale,
The waves had dizappeared as | was under the e of the island now.,
After a faw miles | was on a starboard tack beat and progress was
obviously slowing down. it was still blowing force & with some
occasional heavy squalls, Eventually | was on a proper beat. | had to
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Wilsonian Sailing Clul-
Prige Giving Divwer and Disco
Friday 15t December 2000
6.00pmfor 6. 30pmwe uniil 1 2pme
Magsonic-Hall; Gravesend; Kenl

Cosl - Adulty £20 each
Children-£12.50 each
Please send £5.00 per head:deposit to: -
P Smith
‘Esdoorn
Nuritead Lane
Lemgfield
Dartford:
Kent DA 3 TAN
CUT HERE

B e o

dinner and Disco

I encloje-o-deposil of £5.00 per head; cheque value
Eoiiicnn made payable to-Wilsonian Sading Clul
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Choloe - he big differsnce in indsranee
it between Mewton Crom with op
1o 5 different polizies for exch disghy
clas, and firms cffering caly one.

Just o 2all and yoa il recelve
usp bo 3 differemt guoEtions.
Ma charge - no chligation.

NI UOJMIN

01702 710041

&ix lines Mon-Fri 9-5.30 Sat 91

Maaton Erum insurance sinca 1958

covering dinghy ownars throughout
th LK, over 53,000 clawns paid 1o
owner's 1000 and complats
salisTaction
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Tha extansion is at last baginning to look really good and I'm
particularly iImpressad 10 note that the new generator has aliowed us
the ultimata luxury of a hairdryar in the ken's" changing rooms - what
with thiad, the cccasional barrel of local baer and the novw opsnsd
balcony, I'm wondering If some of us will ever get any sading in al all.

| hope you all ane hapgy with the racing opponunites provided by
WEC - please remember to pass on all yvour commenis/saggestions o
you Flest Captaing 50 that they may be discussed & the Sailing
Commitiee meetings which are held once & month.

Apart from the glight change in the star sequence,
| dan't think there are going (o be any major
changes to our Sailing Instructions naxt year, |
ghall continue to push for more committes boat
starts, as | think we all need to praciiss starting an
a shorter line. The Sailing Committes is intending
to organise a crulzsa during next year - all
suggesiions o your flesd captains, pleass,

A faw reminders. PLEASE write helm ard crew
names CLEARLY on the declaration shests,
otherwise you may not get any prizes! PLEASE
return your irolleys to your dinghy space afier
launching, HOT in gome-one alee’s gpol
especialy mine! PLEASE keep clear of the star
lirne when another flaet is within five minustes of iz
start,

Leoking forward to seeing you, il not always
pessing you, out on the water,

Brioww Lamb-

Wayiarer 8700 "Passin’ Style'
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From the Sailing Secretary

With only a few weeks before the end of the sailing season ends, |
suppose it's time io reflect on whal has happened over the year and to
starl planning the next. As there is 20 much thal has happened, please
forgive me for anything | may leave oud,

The dinghy park laoks fuller than | have ever zean before, althousgh
thera has been a slight decrease in the number of boals racing on
Sundays. The excaption to thiz has bean the Juniar fleel with a
significant increase in numbers racing regularly when not racing in
events around the country, The turmouts for other flests are, | know,
affected by the large numbear of our members who atiend Cpen svents
during the season, althcugh | hope that we will continue to provide
campetitive racing for all at WasC,

The weather has not been on the side of racers this saason, with
several races lost through either too much or too little wind and other
races mared by adverse conditions - slill, it does mean that we
remembear all the more those special days when evendthing went well,
the sun shone and the wind was just right.

I really enjoyed being involved in fhe Junior Training week held at the
end of August - nearly 30 of owr youngsiers enjoyving themsetves and
leaming to sail at the sama time - great newws for all those of us who
anz constanily loaking for crews!| A pity they do not all seem o
appreciata the finer qualities of Wayfarer sailingl

I was most impressed with cur recent Topper Open, not only by the
turnout of 44 boals, but also by the huge number of members who

helped out on the day and who helped to ensure a most successful
evant

Those of you whao find ocur rormal racing seazon alther loo short ar not
challanging enough might like to join in the Frosthite seres which
siars on 5 MNovember and ends on 171h December. Aswe intand
using the new start saquence (yas, thay've decided 1o change it yat
again), it might be a good way o praciise i before the new ssazon.
FRamember: a) classes with five of more boats enterad will have
separaie prizes, B you will nol be expected 1o do an extra duby (unless
wou want tol) and c) the E£12 fee for the serles works out at less than £1
per raca
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Work Parties 2001

It's approaching that time of year again! Please don't pass this article
by, read on and take notel Work parties for this coming winter will be
run an the same basis 8s the las! three years. Three dabes have been
fixed for eary in 2001, and every member allocated 1o a date
alphabetfically by sumame, Tha refatlon system has been used again
for fair play. Details are as follows:

Work Party date Members with Surname(s) commancing
Sunday Tth January 2001 A-G
Sunday 4th February 2001 H-0O
Sunday 11th March 2001 P—2

You are only expacted to altend one wark party, though we would be
pleased to 5ee you at any of the olhers, particularty in view of the
amaunt of work to be done this year,

ddministration

It Is appreciated that your allocated date may not be convenient 1o
you, 8¢ If you cannot attend pleasa contact me as early as possible fo
advize when wea will s2e you. Attendance reconds will be maintained,
80 please ensure that your presance on the day of your Work Party is
moded.

Work will commence from 09.30 and iz likaly to be comaleted at
approximataly 16.00 hours. Merning and afterncon teaicoffes, as well
as a lunchtime snack, will be provided free of charge,

Clothing/Safety

Flease remember to bring slong, appropriate clothing, noting that
many jobs could entall geiting rather didy. Gloves and suitable
footwaar would be strongly advised. If you have these or any other
form of protective clothing, please bring them with you.

IF ¥OU BERING ALONG CHILDREN PLEASE ENSURE THEY KEEP
AWAY FROM AREAS WHERE HAZARDOUS WORK IS BEING
CARRIED OUT AND HAZARDOUE EQUIPMENT 1S BEING LISED,

Colivw Treadwell
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Twenty-gight yourg members of the club sttendad Junicr Waek 2000,
The weather was kind 1o us and everyone had a thoroughly anjoyable
time. [ had said at the baginning of the wesk that | had just two wishes
for the week: first fhat the wesk would be fun and everyone enjoyed
themselves and second that whilst having fun everyone leamt more
sailing technigues and skills. | believe the first was achleved and |
know the second was.

The syliakbus fee the Junior Sailing Scheme changed this year with the
main effact baing thet every stage is much harder than before, So
someone who gained a Stage Two certificate last year, for example,
would have to demonstrate significant improvenent and kearm new
gkills to achiove the new Stage Two,

Eight youngsters who oblained their Red Racing Badge last year
formed the While Racing group this year. The standard required is
very figh and the range of knowledge very broad making it a vary
intensive few days to cover everything. One of the chenges in the
reguiremants i the need to include two man boat tralning. So whilst
mcst of the colrse was in Toppers, one of the days was spent in
Miracles with helms and crews swapping around during the day. They
look far to good to be aliowed to race against us oldies!

It wae clear that without at least one saasons racing experience
inciuding open mestings it is not possible to achieve the standard
required. Thus the six who have all regular raced this year gained
thair White Racing Certificate and the ather two, although both making
signiflicant improvement during the week. could not quite meet the
requirement. However, all eight had an excellent week's training and
compelition. The big bonus for this group was that Mark Heather,
newdy crovned Topper World Champion, worked with them passing on
valuable hints and tips and providing a good targal lo chase in the
races.

A5 wa had not specified on the course Infarmation precisely which
stages we were going teach, the othar twenty juniars required training
across tha whole range from baginner to Red Racing. With a flexible
grouping approach (sometimes split into two groups, sometimes as
one group) depending on the activity, everyons was able to make
significant improvemant in their sailing ahility. Every one of this group
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Answer to Question 1
Boat A Boat B

Continuad to make slow progress  Gybad maln boom. A call of

around buoy “starboard” was smultaneocus 1o
the crash of the boom against the
rigging

Answer to Question 2

Boat B had no right to claim right of way so should have allowed boat
A te round the bucy without interference.

Rule 18.2b siates: Rule 10 does not apply. As soon as boat B called
"starboard” il breached Rue 18,

(For thase of you who, like me, are hazy abowt whal these rules
actually say, f will inciuds e in the next issue. In the meantime, are
there any other rules riddies you know of? Send them in! - Editor, }

As a reminder, here is the diagram from the [ast lssoe.

Wirdfora i ¥
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In the last issue, Alan Tibbs asked us:

Cuestion 1 - What happened next?
Question 2 - What should have happened next?

There wara no cormact answers so the botte of wine goes unclaimed.
below |s Alan's diagram of “what happaned next”, with the answers sst

aut opposite.
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was presantad with a certificate, having either gained their naxt stage
or passad the nevr higher requiremeant 1or the exisling siage. Several
of this group are clearly ready 1o start Red Racing Gertificata training
nex! year and so hopefully we will soon see more |unkors racing at the
club on Sundays.

The week would nat have been possible without the considerable
efforts of the many club members and parents who contributed in
many ways: pra-course planning and administration, instructing,
manning safety boats, preparing all the wonderful food, washing up,
heiping the youngsters launch and recover their boats, provision of
boats (Kent Scouts), sorting out various amargencies (including
clearing blocked drains and replenishing aur diesel supply). A very big
thank you to all of you,

Wictor Crockett kindly agreed to ba official photographer with the result
that we have a really superb set of pictures. Do have a look through
them and give Victor your order for any prints you would like.

Peler Hovneyr (Senior Instructor)
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THE MOTION:

The motion shall be - The
River Medway is Too Big

Hawing leamed to sail on a timy puddle whene
one could, and frequentfy did, leave one's
burgee hanging In a tree: or hit the shallows;
or hit an island; or simply run oul of water
once the wind plcked up: one tended 1o adopt
a shyle of racing that fended io be rather
busy. Thers ian't a great deal of scope for
cruising on 8 puddle,

Wilh legs betwesn marks usually only a couple of hundred yards at
mast vou can net only see the opposition but alrmost touch them as
well. And if you haven't experienced the homor of refting Into & mark
and playing the proverbial dodgems as you round, gaining or kasing
sevaral places well, you just havent raced, As for this going around in
circles, multi @p tyoe racing, well, if it didnt work too well last lap you
can iry something different nexd time,

Windshifts? Mo problem, they can't be missed, hitting aneself with a
variation of af least ningly degress at a time and almost ahways
foliowing you round as you tack and haading yvou back the way you
came, Alsd it's guite nomal 1o beat up to the windvmard mark ondy to
find yoursal! baing neaded down to the leeward mark as wall,

Those then are the basic conditions that are supplied with every pop
ot carcinoard kit, racing so close that yvou are working hard all the time
and in close contact with the cpposition and are gaining or losing
positions all the ime. From the commeants heard from the fravalling
circus, it seems | am nof the anly one to enjoy this sor of rough and
umble.

This is the type of busy racing that waves my flag and provides the
peace arvd quiet thal | took up sadling for, | find that sading an the sea
of estuaries provides a quite different type of mcing usually in my
a lonely exislence of sailing on my own hoping fo meet the opposition
al tha nesxt mark . Whilsl still enjoying the races, they lend to ba long

“ME
%

Main Agents for: English Bralds
International Painis
Blakez Paints
West System
and maore...

You will find us at: 14 Nerthpaint Susinees Estate

Entarprise Clasa

Medway City Estale
near the entrance 1o e Medway

Qﬁfov Summer Mon - Fr! Sam - Gom

caturday 9am - Spm
Q Sun 8.30am - 4.30pm

' Winter  Men - Saf Gam - 5pm
@ Sur 9.30am - 1.30pm

Discounts for Wilsonian Members! ‘/
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Miracle Southern areas

- A total of 18 boats contested
lhu Miracle Sgoutherm Area
I:hamplnnahips &l Broadstairs
S-'!lllng Club on 11th & 12th

[ June, the event being won by

| (Graham Watte and Hannah

Bredt from Stawnion Harolkd

5,

5 Races were sailed over the
two days on calm seas but
fickie offshore winds which,
together with the strong tide,
kapt all the competilors on thelr toes and made for some close and
exciting racing throughout the flset. The lead changed frequently in the
firsl raca. but the eventual winners wera Colin & Mauresn Lown Trom
Wilsonian SC. Second place went to local helmsman Daborah Thomas
crewed by son Richard. After a 180 degres windshift, the 2nd race was
gaillad In @ more steady force 3 1o 4, with Colin and Lauren Treadwell
else from Wilaonian coming out on top. Races 3 & 4 were dominated

from the fromt, by the eventual w
' i

Championa \Wakts & Brett with
the Treadwells holding on to
second place. The final race was
again won easllhy by Walls &
Eralt but local crew Dave Adams
and Richie Rebbeck hald on to
fake sacond place from the
Traadwealls despéite not using
their Spinnaker,

Prafos., Oawd Hudson

st Craham Watts & Hannah Brett Staunton Hareld
Znd  Colin & Lauran Treadwell IAfilzonian

Jrd Colin & Maurean Lown Iilsanian

4ih Diava Adams & Richiz Rebbeck  Broadstairs

Eth Deborsh & Chris/Richard ThomasBroadstairs
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drasm outf siraggles of races where one emor of judgement on one leg
can be dizastrous and irmedeemable. | do land to miss the sheear rough
and tumble and close quarter Fustle of lake salling.

And NOW towards the nub of the mation. [t has been noficed by yours
trudly that members of any club, that only 2ail al their own club, tend to
adool a style of sailing that becomes wnique to that dub. Be it short
sharp lapping courses or long legoed distance courses, and usualty
with their own gantlamanly intarpratation of the rules.  Now take thess
game people out of their padicular tank and drop them into anather
and the shock can ba considerabla. The reactions can vary from shesr
fright i.e - "wot about the tankers?", 1o - “that was great why don't we
to this at our elub®. And judging from same of the comments 1o be
heard by membens of the travelling circus when swimming in
sormebody alse's puddle one gets the impreéssion that we on our river
cugnt 1o think about varying the style of cur racing to some dagree.y
Yas we have the river (it's why | joined), and yes it's great, but we don't
have to usa all of it, all of the tims. We have the option of having the
besl of all worlds, lets exercisa it a little more.

Mow, hera's a tip for clearing those nasty hairs that gather in the
plughala. Tampt them wp with a carmat and pull them out by their long
fiuffy ears.

Saent in by Mrs Trallis of North VWalas, AKA, -

Colinw Lowwn
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MIRACLE FLEET NEWS ;

Summer am Series results

1st 3722  Calin & Lauren Treadvell
2rd 3805 Peter & Douglas Homer
Ard 1502  Chris & David Cherrimsan
4th 2420  Laslay & Natalis O'Rourke
Sth 1808  Marfin Smith & Mike Groom

Summer pm Series results

et 3722 Cotin & Lauren Treadwell
Znd 3805 Peter & Douglas Horner
3rd 1602 Chris & David Cherrman
4th 1808  Martin Smith & Mike Groom
5ih 3785 David & Jackie Hudson

General

A warmm welcoms g extended to
Zophla Oliver and Edward 777, and -
Richard Barkley with his son Billy.

As yet, we have still not held
discussions with Weidnwood 5.C., ag
previously reported. | think [t may
be best to leave this matter now
untll the closed season, Il keep
you advised of progress
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The two races on Saturday aftamoon were held in fasrly strong winds
and provided very enjoyable and exciting saiing. The three races an
Sunday were In much lighter and fading winds but still sufficient 1o give
good close racing. I was clear from the beginning that the race officer
was nof prepared 10 have a lot of time wasted in general recalls as in
tha first race afier the first attempt resulied in & general recall, the
black flag went up for the second go. For the last race the black flag
was up straight away | 8. no second chance. This did mean, howaver,
that the programme of racing was complated to schedule.

In the two Salurday races Dougas and | had several problems with our
spinnaker which dropped us many places bul somehow we still
managed to finish with & good number of boats behind us. Sunday
was our better day and in one race actually managed to round the firsi
windward merk in comparty with the National Champlon, but the
spinnaker sheat over the end of the boom at the first gybe mark put
pay fo our patential moment of glory. My overall final position was not
as gead and | had hoped but Douglas and | were happy that thres
finishes in the top halfl was sufficient to win the First Bronze Fleet
prize. Colin and Mauresn Lown were hard on our heels finishing Jusi
ane paint behind for the Second Bronze Fleet prize.

Colin and Lauren Treadwell did best of the Wilsonian contingent, with
an eleventh overall final pesition and gave the top guys a good batfle
in several of the races. Mark Heather and Adam Treadwsldl put a
consistently good set of results 1o finish 13th overall and wan fhe First
Junier prize,

The avent was won by David Southwell, currant Mational Champion,
cresvad by Mark Athertan.

The Draycote SC hospitality was excellent, the clubhouse was superb,
the food portions were massive and the baer was very drinkable. Al
this together with excalient sailing, what more can a sailor ask for. |
thoroughly recommend Draycote SC as & venue and the Miracle
Inland Championship 83 an event.

Peter Hovrner
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Draycote Water 5C, 16th/17th September

I, afang with other members of Wilsonian®s Miracle Fleet, had been
looking forward to this weekend for many months. From the fime we
Fad decided not attend this yvear's Nationals we were determined to put
in & big effort to attend the Intand Championshio,

The week leading up to the event was the fusl crisls week and i was
looking like the event might have to be cancelled, or at the least that
maost of us would not ba eble to get to Draycote. So | spent most of
the week fealing gloomy and cureng the fuel protestars for chooaing
this wieak for their blockade of oil refineries. However, by mid week
things were improving. Mews from Draycole was that all filling siations
had petrol and if ene had enough fuel to get there, there would be no
problam gefting refuelbad for the return

The Treadwells, Healhers and Lowns cecided they would definkiely go,
already having encugh fusl to fravel, and Chris Cherrirnan and | said
wa would If we managed 1o get fusl by Friday. Chris got some in
London and that left me with still only & quarter tank on Friday
avening. Fortunately, at ten o'clock Maggie persuaded me to have
anather try Io find petrol, At twenly past ten | found a queua to join
and sventually, at 10 minutes to midnight, got my tank fllled, So now
it was mad rush time - gel home, open garage, dig out tent and
arything else thai looked useful or necessary, dive indoors and pack
bags, go fo bed at 01:10, Up at six, wake Douglas, get ready, drive to
the ciub to de-rig and pack boat, hitch up and hit the road (08:00).

Setting off in pouring rain and feeling very tired | wasn't sure that all
thiz last minute rush was actually worth it - would | be awaka anough o
race? But during the joumey the weather improved 1o warm sunshine
and the wind siraagth on armval al Drayeote was very inviting, So by
the time we launched for the first race | felt the effort was definitely
worih it

The iotal eniry was 35 boate and so for Wilsonian 5C to provide six
entries was an imprassive achievemant, As Mark Heather was
balming the family boat with Adam Treadwel crewing. Drayeote SG
provided one of their club mamber's boats for Paul and Lucy to sail.
This was typical of the warm and helpful Draycote members,
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Please let me know If you've recently scquired e:mail capability, =0
that | can add you to ny mailing list for messages. You would also
benafit from the Miracle egroup, formed and organised by Chris
Wincent-Bennett. For further detsils please contact either Chris or

iy sei.
WSC Open Meeling = 3rd June 2000

We had an mcelient Club turnout of 18 Miracles Tor this vear's Club
Open. It was a shame however that only one visior fumed up, The
absance of wind put paid to the schedule & races. Aftar an early lunch
the breeze filled in, allowing the 3 aflemaoon races to be run.

Racing comprised of short lapping courses, araund inflatable marks, in
Hoo Bay making for some very close racing. This type of course
rmeant that boats were alvrays in close proximity with each other,

15t 3737 Paul Absolon & Suranne Hall
Znd 368 Mark Heather & Adam Treadwell
3rd 2068  Colin & Martin Lown

4ih 1808 Martin Smith & Mike Groom

Sth 3805 Peter & Douglas Horner

1at Silvar Fleat; 3620 John & Sua Smith

15t Bronze Flast: 1508 Steve Petiifer & Sarah Cotton
Winner of Steadfast 210  Andrew Clarke & Jennifer Thackray

Chichester Fed. Week (Hayling Island Regatta)

A total of 17 Wilsonlan boats travelled down to the South Coast, for
our holiday week away at the Chichester Federation Week Regatta,
There wene anough Miraces to conslitute cur own Flest, with the entire
entry from cur Club. This attracted special mention and a warm
weloome from the Chairman of Fed, \Week. | hadn't previously
reafised just how huge this event was. [t had been running for some
30 years, at least, and entrles numbersed in excess of 400 boats.
Desgpite this number, the organisation was excallent, as was the venue.

Chris & Mina Wallis kindly provided the following report:
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HISG are the initials of Hayling Island Sailing Club, hosts of Faderation
Wesk and situated in an ideal locstion on the shore of Chichester
Harbcur, 12 Miracles, 3 Toppers, 1 Contender and 1 Optimist
representad the Wilsonian Salling Club at the evant with the Miracles
Being given their oum start and prizes after some skifful negatiation by
Colin Treacws|,

Day 1

A 8liff 4 - 5 wind meant that anly the most adveniurous were prapared
"0 conaider using @ kite. Our greatest concemn was that of baing cut in
half by one of the many sirbome asymmetrics | With over 400 craft
entering it wa= quile busy on the water &t times. It very scon became
apparent that the svent was going to be as much a test of ane’s chart
raading ability as sailing skill; it took us 30 minutes 1o find the
commitiee boal, whareupon we took the apportunity 1o test our
Bucyancy and fill the boat with as much water as possible!l The
Traadwells came first and we came sscond - apparently we had gone
the right way after all! Chris and David Cherriman came third, The
evening was spent al the Sailing Club,

Day 2

The very nica race officer came to Introduce himself as Nigel and to
ask if all was wall, whilst giving us a few tips on the peculiarties of thig
rarticular stretch of water, Then, Iooking directly &l Mina and | | he
made a paint of telling us that he also ran the local lifeboat service.
Ciwiously one look at us and he could tall that there was likely to be a
neavy demand on his sarvices during the wealk. Later that day the
other race officers were treated to the magnificent sight of 4 Miracles
on & broad reach with their ealourful spinnakers flying, gliding thedr way
eastward across the harbour led by Colin Treadwell, Although an
Imprassive sight, these 4 just happened i be travelling in totally the
wrong direction! Nevertheless Calin and Lauran =il managed a first
with Peter and Douglas Homer secand and the two Kalths {Jeremiah
and Steadman) close bahind. Later that day Janie Toamshand and
Gordon had the benefit of some frea boal- funing, courtesy of ane of
the directors of Purple Sails. However, they hadn’t bargained on 3
Laser taking a large bite out of their Miracle later in the waek Thal
SYENINgG it was barbecue time at the Jererriah's houss, whera aven the
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This year's Dinner & Dance, with & disco, is on Friday 1st Decamber,
at tha Masonle Hall in Gravesend, This is the Club's main social event
of the year, so plaaae make every effort to corme along, I'm sure you'll
have good fime. Seating for the meal is usually organised into flests,
s0 fhe chances are that we'll all be seated together on one long tasle,
Why not come along and “let your hair dowr".

Fleet Evening:

The annual Fleet evening is scheduled for Saturday 20th January
2001, in the Clubhouse. Linless anyone has a different idea, | am
proposing to follow the same format as the last few years, whereby wea
have a cooked sit-down meal for a modest sum of £3.50, followed by
our prize-giving and discussiona’business. If amyone has an idea of an
alternative formal, pleasa et me know. Further details to follow in due
course bat, in the meaantime. geat the date in your diaras

Finally:

| look forward fo seeing many of you at the Firewark evening andfor at
the Tenpin bouding evening and/for st the Dinner & Dance andlar aut
on the water in the Frostbite series. Fer those | dont, | wish yau avery
happy Christmas and a healthy, prosperous New Year.
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picturesque route. Cur tour leader, Chiris Chemiman, eventually
arrived al our agreed meeting place in Darenth. with an almighty
hangover from the "Mad Mick” social event on the prewvious evaning.
He cartainly looked like he was suffering. | wonder wiy.

The route fook us slong the valley, through the villages of Eynslond,
Famingham and Lullingstone and to cur planned destination of
Shoreham, where we stopped in 2 quaint little pub for lunch and, in
Chris' casa, for the *hair of the dog".

The gutward Journey regrettably involved careful negotiation with
numerous styles along the banks of the river. Having leamt this lesson
we made our refurm [ourmey Feturn Vi S0me Narow country lanes, thi=
denvialing from the river just a ittle,

An enjoyable time was had by all.
Fireworks party:

This year's Firework evening at the Club is to be held on Saturday 28th
October. If you have any scrap timber you no longer require, plesse
kring it down to the Club beforehand, for the bonfire. We only have
cne boat to bumn this year. Now that Archie’s left the Club, I'm sure
w'll slruggle to find boats 1o burn!

End of season fleet social:

| am in the process of organising a tenpin bowding evening at Imperial
Bowl in Gravesend on Ssturday 11th November, If you are interested
in coming along please let me know by 21st October, so that | can
book the appropriate number of lanes, This has been an extremealy
popular evening in the past, sa it may have 1o be organised on the
bass of first-come, first-sarved. Flease et me knaw early 1o avoid
disappointment.

2000 Frosthite Series:

This year's Frostbite commences on 5th Novemnber, 80 lal's gel fired
up for a cracking series (!). If we achieve an entry of 5 {i believe) we
get our own fleet status and start.

Annual Dinner & Dance:
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rain failed to slop the determined Wiksanians from partying. Maost of us
headed for the empty garage and carmied on regandiess.

Day 3

Strong winds cbviously favoured Tuesday's first thres as the resulis
wera axactly the same for first, second and third places. A quiet sinoll
ghong the front &t Southsea |looking for a chip shop finished off the
evening (and most of us as wel | think}. This was of course after &
couple of beers in the very friendly clubhouse, The food sarved Al the
club locked excellent and good value too —s0 why did we go all the
way 10 Southsea for chips one asks?

Day 4

You guessed i, the Treadwells came first and the Homers second but
Colin and Mauresn Lown wera hard an their heals and cama third this
time in condilions which | thought were the most difficult of the wesk
with a large swell and a 4-5 breeze gusting fo 5-8. The evaning
culminated in the legendary Thursday night disco and what a popular
evart it was tog. The whole club (which incidentally ia due for a
complete rebuild naxt year courtasy of a large lottery grant) was
throbbing &0 much | thowght it was in danger of pramature dermalition.
though it wasn't too noisy for the kids apparently, who rated whola
event as "cool’.

Day &5

Everyone was Inspecting Peter and Douglas Homers' boat for secret
propulsion devices, as their lead was exceplioral at the end of the 5th
race. Chrisand David Charmiman camea a respactful 4th overall at the
end of the week. [Chris's sailing prowess was only surpassed by his
John Travaolta imperscnations at the club disco the night befora). Caolin
and Maureen came a wel-deserved third overall with the Homers
gacond and the Treadwellz firsl. The prize-giving was detayed
significantly, though it wasn't surprising given the enormity of the
event, and the number of prizes to be awarded.

Poor Marin Jessop and Hekena Smath had ne opfion bul to stay ina
hotel {we were told} as ne other form of lodging was available!
However, by the and of the weak they were an authority on the eating
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astablishrmants of Hayling Island, and put this new found knowledge to
good use by organiging the end of week dinner - and what a graat
succass it was 100 = thank you Martin and Helena!

Andresy Clarke and Janny Thackray, apparently confused as to which
event they were attending, seemed to enjoy the cycling as much if not
mare than the sailing, But still managed to make an appearance in a
couple of races and enjoyed the experience as a result. However,
whilst Leslie & Sarah O'Rourke and Sophie and Irena Dliver didn't laks
faart in all the reces they were noticed ai all the soclal events! Many
thanika to the Jeremiahs for the kean of their garden for a garage
barbecue, Colin and Maureen's gentlemanly conduct deserves &
mention, 88 they kindly pointed out that we had gone around the wrong
reark an ane occasion. et another exemple of the good
aportemanahip displayed by the club members at this event!

Adam Tread well, Tina and Richard Wallis thoreughly enjoyed theair
Topper experience with Richard getting the bast result 11th out of 35
overall. Mark Steadman came in 14th in his Contender In the Fast
Handicap class, while his son Thomas did evan better, getting 13th
place in the Dptimist class,

Everyonae contrbuted in soms way or another to make the week an

enjoyable and memorable evenl, Howsever, wea think i is only feir that
Colin and Jane Treadwall recaive spacial thenks for their efforis,

partizutarty in light of theldr misfortunes with flaming swnings and
smoking car engines — maost of us would have called it a day at
Clackett Services.

Chwiy & Nina Wallis
Focincie from Colin:

| thought the week was excellent, The venue was greal, the weather
was reasonably kind (with the exception of the evening BBQ at Keith's)
and, maost significant of all, the company was terrific. As Chrig/Nina
mentioned above, everyone contributed to the spidt, fun and

efjoyment of the event. 1 hope everyone who came along enjoyed
himsall or harsell as much as | did.

I wiould like i add my thanks to Mark & Karen Steadman for {heir work

i a L
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Im finding & suitable vanua, Chris & Nina for their repart and to
everyone for thelr very kind coniribution 1o the whisky and Fed. Weak
Swwaatshint

“MAD MICK" social evening

Chria Cherriman kindly provided the foliowing report

Just imagine a bald headed man with a scruffy t-shirt, boofz and shors
and you are probably thinking of a football hooligan. Then if | was o
say that he rolls his eyes so they go completely white and while doing
this comes up close to you. Quite Intimidating, you are now thinking.
ﬁ;; ma saxophone, microphone and a tape player and you have

A good crowd of the Miracle fleet went 1o see Mad Mick perform at the
Fed House, Tonbridge for a fleel evening. He sings and plays the
saxophone 1o 8 number of popular songs. VWhile doing this he leaps
about all over the room going right into the audience and rolling his
eyes. You could only [oogely describe ihiz a3 jazz and thera iz no way
that Mick takes his performance seriously bul somehow fha
entertainmeant value is exceptional and highty amusing, once you get
usad to his intimidating eyes. The act Included Jerry Rafferdy's “Baker
Strest™, which is ideal on the saxophone, end The Rolling Stones
“Brown Sugar” which s worth haaring partly on saxophane and partly
sung

I pertainly had a good time and | am sura that everyone else did as
wadl. Mick would be good entertainment for the dubhouse extension
apening and | would ba inlerested fo haar whal othar members think as
my opinicn may have baan influsnced by aleohal causing me to take
part in the flest bike ride the following day with 8 hangover,

Chwiy Chevrivnwavw
d‘ll‘iﬁtf‘lﬂnirlﬂn-@hfintemm.mm
Darent Valley Bike ride

A tolal of 9 masochists lumed up on a warm, sunny moming for the
second bike ride of the season. The challenge before us on this
occasion was the Darent vallay, |ater discovered to ba a very




